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 Introduction

Welcome to the debut issue of The Parting Line, a publication of Greater Rochester Disc Golf (GRDG). The goal of this newsletter is to be a
quarterly release highlighting GRDC news, moments in Rochester disc golf history, in-depth updates from board members, and information
on upcoming tournaments, leagues, and events.

We chose the name The Parting Line for its disc golf related, detailed, technical meaning and because this format allows us to explore topics
in greater detail than we can in a typical GRDG Facebook post. The schematic drawing images featured throughout this issue come from the
1986 U.S. Patent that forms the basis of the modern disc golf disc. We selected that as nod to the sport's history -- something we intend to
regularly highlight alongside current club news and history.

This is our first attempt at this undertaking. We, the GRDG Board, believe we have found a sustainable approach, built on volunteer effort
that will allow us to maintain a quarterly release schedule and continue to provide information to both members and non-member disc golfers
alike.

Coupled with this quarterly release, we plan to continue to provide monthly updates through discgolfroc.com with up-to-date event,
tournanemnt, and league information as it becomes available.

Wishing you all great rounds in 2026!

Mike Slaunwhite,
GRDC Secretary
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 PDGA Juniors World Championships 2028 is coming to Rochester!

PDGA Announcement

From the recent PDGA 2028 Majors Announcement:

"Nestled between the Genesee River, Erie Canal, and mighty Lake Ontario, Rochester, New York will
host the 2028 Junior World Championships. Greater Rochester Disc Golf has over 50 years of hosting
events including the 1984 and 1999 Professional World Championships and the 2011 Amateur World
Championships. The PDGA is thrilled to return to one of the oldest and most storied disc golf
communities in the Northeast United States. 
Rochester has a great number of courses to choose from to challenge and excite the best young players
in the world highlighted by Parma, Chili, and Shadow Pines DGC."

Bid Process

This past summer, Tim Campbell and Dave and Jenn Copp travelled to Emporia, Kansas to assist with running Junior Worlds 2025. GRDG
has a strong relationship with Dynamic Discs, which is headquartered in Emporia. The Emporia tournament committee needed additional
support, they reached out to the Copps & Tim for help.

The work done in Emporia ultimately helped set the course for our organization’s next several years. Based on their efforts, GRDG was
specifically invited by the PDGA to submit a bid to host 2028 Junior Worlds. Four bids were submitted from across the country — and we
brought it home!

After returning from Emporia, the GRDG Board spent the next three to four months in the fall of 2025 formalizing our bid. To provide some
insight into the scope of the process, the following are just some of the elements that were researched and organized as part of the
successful proposal:

Gathering political support and letters of support from local governments and course owners to demonstrate the strong community
backing, including:

Monroe County & Visit Rochester
PDGA State Coordinator James Carman
The Towns of Chili, Greece, Parma, Penfield, and Williamson
Private courses Big Guys Campgrounds and Pfrommer Woods

Creation of an event budget
Detailing available courses, lengths, pars, types of tees, types of baskets, and signage
Compiling lists of available hotels
Identifying large meeting spaces for registration, meetings, PDGA use, and related needs
Work identifying potential local, corporate sponsors
Developing a list of off-course activities for players, families, and staff
Conducting a survey of cellular network strength at every tee and green on all proposed courses

What's Upcoming

Preparing to host Junior Worlds will require a significant and focused effort over the next two and a half years. We will be asking for support
from disc golfers throughout the community.

For those who remember the AFDO 50 DGPT Silver Series, the scope of effort will be similar — and likely larger — due to the size of the
event. Junior Worlds typically hosts over 400 players, many of whom travel with family members. We will need course work volunteers,
planning assistance, sponsor support, volunteer coordinators, spotters, tournament directors across multiple courses, and much more.

Please watch for future updates on discgolfroc.com and the GRDG Facebook page as we transition from the bidding phase into full event
planning.

 GRDC & PDGA Membership Renewals

GRDG Member Renewals

Wow — it’s almost been a year already. Many GRDG members purchased their memberships through
our new website, discgolfroc.com, around March 21 of last year, and those memberships are now
approaching expiration. Many others will expire in late March, April, and May.

Members with upcoming expirations will receive automated email reminders approximately 7 and 15
days before their membership expiration date.

Memberships help GRDG build and maintain great courses and run high-quality events, while also
providing direct benefits to our members. Our goal is to offer a meaningful, members-only benefit at
every GRDG-run event. This includes exclusive perks at members-only tournaments, benefits within the
Cheap Series, discounted league fees, and more throughout the year.

If you have questions about your membership or renewal, please use the 'Contact Us' form on the
website to reach out to Jesse Inzana, Mike Slaunwhite, or John Kelly for assistance.

PDGA Discount Code

GRDG is excited to once again be a PDGA Club Member. As a result, all current GRDG members are
eligible for a $5 discount on their 2026 PDGA membership.

The discount code was sent to GRDG members in an email on January 21, 2026. The code is valid for
both new and renewing PDGA memberships and can be used anytime between now and the end of the
year. Be sure to save that email and apply the code when you sign up or renew.

If you have already registered for the 2026 season, the discount can instead be applied toward your 2027
PDGA membership if you renew between October 1 and December 31, 2026.

 This Month in Rochester Disc Golf History

In this section, our goal is to highlight interesting and meaningful moments from Rochester’s disc golf
history.

In February 1980, Jim Palmeri published the first issue of Flying Disc Magazine — a fully realized
monthly publication packed with content and produced by a large team of editors. The magazine set a
remarkably high bar for both quality and depth at a time when organized disc golf media was still in its
early days.

Editor’s Note: After spending several days formatting and compiling this debut issue of The Parting
Line, I found myself genuinely awestruck by the level of thought, effort, and content that went into Jim’s
magazine. I don’t think Jim will ever need to worry about GRDG’s newsletter overshadowing Flying Disc
Magazine anytime soon.

You can view a complete archived version of Jim's classic publication here. Additionally, here is a brief
excerpt from Jim’s “From the Editor” section in the inaugural issue of Flying Disc Magazine:

 Call for Committee Members

GRDG is working to formalize how club operations are organized and managed. Our goal is to bring members into the decision-making
process from the ground up — including courses, the newsletter, and club branding and merchandise.

All committees are open to anyone who wants to get involved, regardless of experience. If you have interest, ideas, or simply want to help,
we’d love to hear from you.

Course Committee:

The Course Committee will be made up of members who collaborate on decisions related to local course maintenance, improvements, and
workday scheduling. The committee will also play a key role in planning future projects, including course redesigns and new course builds.

This committee will be responsible for:

Identifying which courses should be prioritized for workday efforts
Discussing funding needs for larger course improvements
Recruiting members with knowledge or initiative to assist with upcoming design and redesign projects, including:

Howell Road design and build (target timeframe 2026)
Sawyer Towen Park Redesign (2026 - 2027)
New 9 Hole Course in Ogden (3975 Buffalo Rd) (2027)
Sweden Town Park Redesign (2027 - 2028)

The Course Committee will be co-chaired by Conor McKaig and Dave Copp. If you’re interested in joining, please fill out the linked the linked
interest form.

Logo & Branding Committee:

As part of our transition to being known publicly as Disc Golf Rochester in the near future, a refresh of the club logo is also planned.

The board agrees that the iconic Rochester Flower Basket should remain the foundation of our primary logo. However, we are looking for
members to provide design input and for anyone with graphic design experience to help bring the updated logo to life. We have also
received feedback from players and organizations outside the area suggesting the inclusion of “Rochester, NY” and our organization’s name,
as the current logo may not be immediately recognizable beyond the local community.

This committee will help guide: Logo design direction, color pallet selection, and the transition from logo design to branded merchandise.

After the logo has been finalized, work on creating the first merch items will begin.

Dri-Fit Shirts, Hats, and Jerseys are first up.
Special one-off items and members-only items will be available.

If you are interested or have questions, please reach out to Jesse Inzana via the Contact Us form on discgolfroc.com

Newsletter Committee:

By reading this newsletter, hopefully you can see how much more potential it holds. Currently, The Parting Line is largely the work of the
GRDG Secretary, but we hope to grow it into a collaborative effort that reflects a wider range of voices and perspectives within the
organization.

Work for the Newsletter Committee is intentionally open-ended. Areas where help is needed include:

Finding and developing content ideas
Writing and editing articles
Formatting layouts
Creating graphics and imagery
Helping shape the overall direction and tone of the newsletter

If you’re interested in joining or have questions, please reach out to Mike Slaunwhite via the Contact Us form on discgolfroc.com

 Member Spotlights

In each issue, we aim to highlight a local disc golfer. This feature is meant to help us get to know our fellow players as people — both on and
off the course.

If you are interested in being interviewed or featured, have a hobby or interest outside of disc golf you’d like to share, or have suggestions for
future spotlights, please reach out to Jesse Inzana by using the 'Contact Us' form on discgolfroc.com. We plan to put some time into these
and look to feature them on the website and this newsletter.

For our inaugural Member Spotlight in TPL, we’re excited to feature the newest GRDG Board member Mike Slaunwhite.

Mike Slaunwhite

Mike was elected to the GRDG Board as Secretary in January 2026 after the position opened when former Secretary Kyle Lieberman was
appointed Vice President by President Tim Campbell. Mike has been a PDGA member since 2020 and a GRDG member since 2021.

Mike has spent countless hours quietly helping grow local disc golf. His contributions include course maintenance at Parma, the Parma
Putter Course, and Lookup Park; serving as the current Course Steward for Lookup; helping strengthen GRDG collaboration with the Town
of Henrietta; volunteering as a spotter for AFDO 50; and most recently stepping into his largest role yet — GRDG Secretary.

If you see Mike out on the course, you’re most likely to find him playing random doubles leagues (Tuesdays in the summer and Saturdays in
the winter) or competing in local tournaments. We thank Mike for his dedication to the club and wish him the best in his new role.

Member Q&A

How long have you been playing disc golf?

I’ve been playing since 2020. I guess you could say I’m a “COVID baby,” but I don’t really feel like
COVID had much to do with it. I saw a Jomboy Media video showing a disc golf highlight from Pro
Worlds 2019 at Lake Eureka and immediately thought, “I should play disc golf.” That July, I picked up
an Innova starter pack, started practicing, and played my first tournament that November. I fell in love
with the sport right away and have been working on improving my game ever since.

Favorite local courses?

Parma is my favorite, but I also really enjoy Shorewinds. I’m a fan of the occasional solo round and
like getting out in nature where there aren’t many people around, which these two courses are perfect
for.

What do you enjoy outside of disc golf?

I enjoy spending time with my wife and daughter and getting up to the Adirondacks whenever we can.
Like Tim Campbell, I enjoy knife making when time allows. But I only dabble it and only make about 1
knife per year. I've enjoyed watching Tim grow his bladesmithing skills well beyond mine, but I can still
beat him at disc golf :). One new to me hobby I started last summer is growing various hot peppers
and San Marzano tomatoes. I am enjoying making different levels of hot sauces, pepper mashes,
salsas, pasta sauces, and then canning or bottling those.

How is the new Secretary role going?

It was — and still is — a bit overwhelming at first while catching up on everything the rest of the board
has been working on. As a non-board member, I saw the DGC, the courses, and the events. But
joining the board has been eye-opening in terms of how much work happens behind the scenes to
make all that possible.
One example is the pursuit of 501(c)(3) non-profit status. That process involves a surprising amount
of detailed work and some very large decisions that can impact the direction of GRDG for years to
come.

What would you like people to know?

Communication and transparency were the main reasons I ran for Secretary. The board has already
made great strides by formalizing the board structure, holding elections, launching the new website,
organizing financials, holding regular meetings, and more. I want to build on that foundation by
keeping members informed about what the board, committees, and volunteers are working on — and
by helping members feel empowered to ask questions, get answers, and more importantly to involved
in growing local disc golf.

What's next for you as Secretary?

If you’re reading this, you’re looking at my first major goal — launching the newsletter. Now the
challenge is keeping it going on a quarterly basis. Beyond that, I’ll be working on behind-the-scenes
administrative improvements to help support the board and strengthen GRDG over time. 
Outside of my Secretary role, I’d also like to ease into Tournament Directing. These are very early
ideas, but a couple concepts I’ve been thinking about include:
1.) A “reverse layout” tournament at Basil, playing the course backwards with temporary tees and
baskets to create mirrored lines and new looks.
2.) A junior tournament at Lookup Park — an idea I had well before we ever bid on Junior Worlds.
Henrietta offers a central location and some deceptively challenging holes that could be great for a
local junior competition.

 Upcoming Tournaments
About These Tournament Listings...

The tournaments listed below are 2026 events run by GRDG or its members. For a more comprehensive schedule, the Calendar on
discgolfroc.com includes all PDGA-sanctioned events throughout New York State.

Please note that tournament details may change. Always refer to official registration links and updates from GRDG and individual
Tournament Directors for the most current information.

Dirt Cheap Series:

Dave Copp has developed a format that allows for low-cost, efficient, PDGA-sanctioned tournaments. Entry fees are designed to cover
PDGA fees, park and insurance fees, bathroom rentals, and a Tournament Director fee. The TD fee for these events will be donated back to
GRDG to help support the AFDO and 2028 Junior Worlds.

To keep costs low, no player packs will be offered. Trophies will be awarded to each division winner across the series, with awards
presented at the 2026 American Flying Disc Open.

As an added GRDG member benefit, CTPs and raffle entries will be available exclusively to members at tournaments in this series.

GRGC Member Tournaments:

Back by popular demand, and offered as a GRDG member benefit, John Alloco will be running a series of free, one-round, members-only
tournaments in 2026.

The schedule and format of these tournaments is still being finalized. Similar to last year the dates of these tournaments will probably pop up
a few weeks before each tournament. Keep your eyes on discgolfroc.com and GRDG Facebook page for updates as additional details are
announced.

Tournament Info Date Day Location Registration Opens PDGA
Sanctioning

GRDG Ice Bowl '26 Random doubles February 21,
2026

Sat Basil Marella Park Open for registration! None

Pfrommer Woods Meltdown March 28,
2026

Sat Pfrommer Woods Open for registration! C-Tier

Basil GRDG Dirt Cheap Series #1 1 round shotgun start April 11, 2026 Sat Basil Marella Park Open for registration! C-Tier

Parmageddon (BYOP Dubs)
Presented by DumpDG

April 18, 2026 Sat Parma Town Park Open for registration! None

Women's Global event by Women
ROC Disc Golf

2-round singles May 16, 2026 Sat Basil TBD C-Tier

Williamson GRDG Dirt Cheap
Series #2

1 round flex start May 17, 2026 Sun Williamson Town Park March 18, 2026 8:00 PM C-Tier

19th Great Chili Cookout - Day 1 Details pending... May 23, 2026 Sat Chili-Widner Park TBD C-Tier

19th Great Chili Cookout - Day 2 Details pending...
Separate registration from Day
1

May 24, 2026 Sun Chili-Widner Park TBD C-Tier

Parma Morning GRDG Dirt Cheap
Series #3
a.k.a. "Parma Pay It Forward AM"

1 round shotgun start June 13,
2026

Sat Parma Town Park April 30, 2026 8:00 PM C-Tier

Parma Afternoon GRDG Dirt
Cheap Series #4
a.k.a. "Parma Pay It Forward PM"

1 round shotgun start

Separate registration from
morning tournament

June 13,
2026

Sat Parma Town Park April 30, 2026 8:15 PM C-Tier

Summer Sizzle Details pending... June 14,
2026

Sun Big Guys Campground TBD TBD

ROC the Freedom June 20,
2026

Sat Williamson Town Park Hole Sponsors: April 5,
8:00 PM

Women & Juniors: April
12, 8:00 PM

General Registration:
April 19, 8:00 PM

C-Tier

Birdie Derby Details Pending... August 5,
2026

Wed Clarkson multi-golf park TBD TBD

Shadow Pines GRDG Dirt Cheap
Series #5

1 round flex start August 7,
2026

Fri Shadow Pines June 8, 2026 8:00 PM C-Tier

American Flying Disc Open
(AFDO)

Details pending... August 22-
23rd, 2026

Sat to
Sun

TBD - Parma and
potentially others.

TBD C-Tier

Parma Payback September
12, 2026

Sat Parma Town Park July 18, 2026 8:00 PM C-Tier

The Open at Ellison Details pending... October 3,
2026

Sat Ellison Park TBD B-Tier

WomenROC Halloween Doubles Details pending... October 31,
2026

Sat Pfrommer Woods TBD TBD

Pfrommer Pfall Pfling Details pending... November 7,
2026

Sat Pfrommer Woods TBD TBD

 Current & Upcoming Leagues

Leagues are a great way to meet other disc golfers, enjoy fun low-stress rounds, and learn more about the game. If you're new to league
play, the Disc Golf Roc website has helpful information to get you started. Leagues usually consist of one round per week at predetermined
time. Some leagues adjust their start time as amounts of daylight changes throughout the season.

Here is a list of known leagues coming up for spring of 2026.

Are you a league director? If you'd like your league listed in the upcoming May and August 2026 newsletters, as well as on discgolfroc.com,
please reach out to the GRDG Secretary or John Alloco.

League Type Day Location Meet Time Information
GRDG
Winter
League

Random
Doubles

Saturday Basil 9:00 AM Runs though March 2026. Details posted weekly on GRDG Facebook by Rob Hazen, Dave
Raffa, and/or Tim Campbell.

League on
the Lake

Random
Doubles

Sunday
(winter)

Lakeside
Beach
State
Park

10:00 AM Runs through Winter and moves to Wednesdays in Spring/Summer. Details posted weekly
on League On The Lake Facebook.

GRDG
Random
Doubles

Random
Doubles

Tuesday Rotating
schedule
of
courses

5:15 PM
(adjusts based
on daylight)

Typically starts up mid to late April and runs to September. Once we get closer the first week
there'll be a schedule and times posted. This is a handicapped league with the goal to level
the playing field for everyone and is a fun way to meet people and throw some discs..

Women
ROC Disc
Golf

Varies
(doubles,
singles, and
casual play)

Wednesday's
starting April
8th

Rotating
schedule
of
courses

Various/TBD Women Roc Disc Golf is more than a league. This organization offers many kinds of non-
disc golf events for women and has many regular updates on their Facebook group Women
Roc Disc Golf. This year's league schedule will be posted soon and Jenn Copp is working
on getting a New WomenROC section added to discgolfroc.com

GRDG
Sanctioned
Singles

Singles Thursday Various Evenings/TBD PDGA sanctioned league with goal of starting up again around May 2026. Follow posts from
Kyle Lieberman on GRDG Facebook. Details for this league are still being finalized for
spring/summer 2026.

 Other Club Events

 

This newsletter is planned to be quarterly and timed after the completion of quarterly members
meetings. Please keep that release schedule in mind if you run events, leagues, tournaments, etc.
Please contact the GRDG Secretary if you'd like to see anything listed in this newsletter.

Many of the workdays listed are pending times to be set. As we get closer times will be set and
workdays may be shifted or moved. Please follow the discgolfroc.com website where Dave Copp
will finalize the dates/times.

We look forward to your help in beautifying and building quality local courses.

Basil workday 

Sunday, March 8th, 2026, [Time TBD] – Front 9 cleanup. We have approval to bring equipment to move debris to near Hole 6 for the town
to pick up.

Women Roc Disc Golf - Ladies Putting Night 

Thursday, March 12th, 2026, 6:00 to 7:15 – Women disc golfers are welcome to attend a putting night at East Rochester High School.
Follow Women Roc Disc Golf on Facebook for more information.

Howell Road workday 

Saturday, March 14th, 2026, [Time TBD] – Work on West side of road to cut hole 1 and finish hole 17.

Basil workday (after doubles league) 

Saturday, March 21st, 2026, approximately 12:00 noon – After completion of Winter League, work on holes 16 & 15.

Howell Rd workday

Sunday, March 29th, 2026, [Time TBD] – Work on holes 2 & 3.

Basil workday

Saturday, April 4th, 2026, [Time TBD] – Install Red turf tee pads at revised locations. Needs to be complete before 1st Dirt Cheap series.

Next GRDG Members Meeting

tentatively Monday, May 4th, 2026, 7:00 PM – Next GRDG members meeting. Members will receive an email with link to Teams meeting.
This meeting is open to and encouraged for all members to attend.

THANK YOU FOR READING!

Editor's note: Contents of this newsletter may be slightly revised to correct grammar, typos, omissions, or errors up to two weeks after its release date. After that time, this newsletter
will remain in its final state on discgolfroc.com and preserved in GRDG's historical archives.

© 2026 Greater Rochester Disc Golf. All rights reserved.
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